
Dear BC Teachers’ Association President, 
 
On Facebook early last September, I expressed my very strong opinion that public school teachers were not 
receiving the respect they deserved.  I invited teachers to contact me directly and was simply overwhelmed by 
the emotional response I received. I was ready to do all we could to help and my company, The Flag Shop, 
swung into action. We created and launched a campaign using the theme “Support our Teachers - they 
DESERVE it”. 
 

 
 
In just five days from that first Facebook post, The Flag Shop had created a slogan, finalized a design, issued a 
press release, created a website, and put  production of car flags, paper flags, buttons, posters and bumper 
stickers into full swing.  By the time the strike ended, I had received and responded to over 2200 teacher 
messages from across our province. The website we created for this campaign is still online and can be found at 
http://supportbcteachers.flagshop.com. 
 
 It is on my mind constantly that teachers were forced back into the classroom, exhausted and without proper 
funding, with personal finances in tatters. As I have made very clear to everyone who will listen to me, I believe 
that business is about more than the bottom line. My company, The Flag Shop, remains committed to doing all 
we can to support our public school teachers.   
 
We are already working on plans to spread this “respect” message for United Nations World Teacher Day on 
October 5, which I will announce to you as soon as they are finalized. 
 
Today, I am writing to let you know that The Flag Shop is at the beginning of our nation-wide Anti-Bullying 
initiative with the theme “EVERY Day is Anti-Bullying Day”.  Just like with the teachers’ message, our anti-
bullying symbol and slogan have a positive message of helping those who need our help.  Nobody can deny this. 
Our Anti-Bullying website can be found at  www.antibullyingflag.ca. 
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School teachers often rely on Scholastics for fundraising, which is great, but it doesn’t give them options of how 
to spend money.   When I was a Grade 1 teacher, I did Scholastics every month and yet still had to pay for 
pencils out of my own pocket to get me through the last two months of the school year.  This is absolutely 
unacceptable! I made this very clear during the teachers strike, and vowed to teachers that I would do my part, 
now as a business owner, to help fix this. 
 
Our Anti-Bullying products have been specifically designed and priced to encourage school fundraising so that 
schools and teachers can raise money for their own projects.  School districts that can organize co-ordinated 
campaigns will be able to reap even greater rewards as a result of our bulk pricing levels. 
Every teacher knows that bullying is a serious problem in our community.  We see it all the time. The Flag 
Shop’s Anti-Bullying campaign is just beginning and we invite all teachers to join us as we raise awareness that 
bullying behaviour is not acceptable. 
 
Even though “Pink Shirt Day” has become a significant day of focus, the official United Nations Anti-Bullying 
Day is on May 4. The Canadian Government has also been highlighting Bully Awareness Week each November. 
We intend to raise awareness year round with one very clear message: “EVERY Day is Anti-Bullying Day”! 
 
If you have any questions about our support for teachers or this Anti-Bullying Initiative, please do not hesitate 
to contact me. I can be reached at president@flagshop.com or by phone at 604-736-8161 or toll-free at 1-800-
663-8681.  
 
The Flag Shop is a proudly Canadian company that is celebrating our 40th anniversary in BC this year.  
 
Thank you for all that you do! 
 
Respectfully, 
  
Susan Braverman            
President – The Flag Shop 
 
PS: E-mail is the easiest way to contact me as I am available outside of office hours and on weekends. If you 
wish to reach me by phone when the store is closed, my cell number is 604-781-7704. 
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